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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO THE TRANSPARENCY 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF GOVERNMENT 

Establishment — Motion 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.07 pm]: I wish to continue my remarks from before the unruly 
afternoon tea interruption. I am sure some members may disagree with me on that, and in that case I shall say, due 
to the “ruly” afternoon tea interruption. 
A government member: And question time when ministers answer questions. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: Yes; that is a very important function. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Martin Aldridge): Order members, there are a lot of interjections and 
conversations happening in the chamber and it is making it very difficult to hear Hon Pierre Yang even though he 
is close to the chair. Please try to keep that to a minimum or leave the chamber to have those conversations. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: Thank you very much, Mr Acting President. I am pleased to see that Hon Peter Collier is now 
in the chamber—welcome back, sir. During my contribution there was a fair chunk of the time — 
Hon Peter Collier interjected. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: You were not in the chamber. 

Point of Order 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I do not mean to be picky but the seating plan I have has Hon Alanna Clohesy sitting 
in the seat over there. Maybe the seating plan is wrong. I am checking to see whether she should be in that seat or 
the other seat. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Martin Aldridge): Order members, the Leader of the Opposition raised a point 
of order, and the point of order will be heard in silence. Hon Dr Steve Thomas made a point of order about the 
seating allocation for Hon Alanna Clohesy. I have had the opportunity to review the seating plan dated 4 May 2021 
and, indeed, Hon Alanna Clohesy’s allocated seat is immediately next to the government Whip, not in the seat in 
which she is currently sitting. To the point of order, all interjections are unruly and, if a member is seeking the call 
of the chair, that can be done only from the member’s place in the chamber unless raising a point of order whilst 
a division is in process. I remind members of that and draw the seating plan to the attention of Hon Alanna Clohesy. 

Debate Resumed 
Hon PIERRE YANG: Thank you, Mr Acting President. 
I wish to support the Leader of the House’s view that three committees are already doing the necessary functions 
regarding accountability and transparency. I will talk about these committees. They are the Standing Committee on 
Environment and Public Affairs, the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, and the Joint Audit 
Committee. In addition to these three is the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges. In addition, we 
have the Auditor General. I think I made a grave omission when I was talking about what a man of integrity the 
Premier of Western Australia, Mark McGowan, is. I should have mentioned that the Leader of the House in this 
place, Hon Sue Ellery, is also a great person of wonderful, tremendous and excellent integrity. I have worked with 
her for four years. She is a person of great integrity. I want to put that on the public record. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: The right honourable gentleman, I have only three minutes. I want to make it very clear 
that I will not be taking any interjections over the next three minutes and two seconds. I want to say the following 
things, in a very serious manner. Before I do that, I found out that the word “ruly”, as in “unruly”, means amenable 
to discipline or order, so the afternoon tea is, in my view, either unruly or ruly; it does not matter, it was an interruption. 
On a more serious note—I am very serious here—I want to say to all the members on the crossbench that it has 
been a pleasure to work with them. We may have different views on policies and we may have different opinions on 
things—many things, perhaps—but it has been a great journey together. At times, it has been an intellectual contest 
with robust debate. It has been a pleasure to have worked with all the crossbench members over the past four years. 
I implore members opposite to think about the decision they are about to make. It is going to set a dangerous 
precedent for this place. 
Hon Peter Collier interjected. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: Would you please be quiet. You can seek the call. 
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Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members. Hon Pierre Yang has only a short amount of time left. 
Hon PIERRE YANG: If members opposite call themselves conservatives, help me to conserve the tradition and 
the convention of this place. We all have a duty to leave a place better than we found it. If members opposite set this 
precedent, they will be doing the contrary. This is going to be dangerous. The Leader of the House talked about: 
what if, in four years, it is not on? She set the example back in 2008. Her committee reported on 12 May 2009—
before the new Parliament took place. We all know this is a purely political stunt from the opposition. They know 
it. Members, think about it, please. This is not a good precedent to set. I support the Leader of the House and we 
will not be voting for this motion. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Martin Aldridge): Members, before I give the call to Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
I want to remind members of some of the courtesies and etiquette of the house because it has been some time since 
we sat. In particular, I remind members that we do not refer to members being away from the chamber, unless we 
refer to them being away on urgent parliamentary business. I also ask members to try to use courteous language 
towards each other during debate, even when it can get quite heated. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.16 pm]: 
Thank you, Mr Acting President, for those words of wisdom. I rise to strongly support the Leader of the House 
and the words of Hon Pierre Yang. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order, members. Time has expired for motions on notice this week. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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